
Working Together for Real Change

Housing, Local Government and Transport

Everyone deserves to be able to live in an affordable home, in an area where their local authority 
can deliver the right level of public services and to travel using affordable and reliable public 
transport services. But under this Government, responsibility has been devolved to local 
authorities but the funding from central government to deliver the kind of projects communities 
require has been sorely lacking. Tory Government cuts are having a drastic impact on services 
and service users. Local youth centres, museums and library services are all closing because 
of extreme Tory cuts. Labour has a different vision and a better plan. We want to rebuild 
public services and expand democratic participation by giving people a real say in their local 
communities with increased local and regional democracy. 

  In what areas should democratic decision-making be devolved to a more local or regional 
level?

  How can we make sure that local authorities have the resources they need to deliver the level 
of services needed for communities?

  How do we decide what services local authorities should be delivering, particularly at a time of 
Tory imposed austerity?

After six years of Tory failure on all fronts, especially on housing, local communities need a 
Labour Government with a better plan to improve lives. We will build over a million new homes 
in five years, with at least half a million council homes, through our public investment strategy. 
But to help achieve our aims we also need to understand how best to end insecurity for private 
renters and increase access to affordable home ownership.

  How can we increase affordable home ownership for everyone?
  How can we deal with the challenges many face in the private rental sector, including supply  

of homes and insecurity for private renters?
  What can be done to ensure those new homes that are being built, are to a sufficient high 

quality and environmental standard?

Labour believes in a transport system that works for everyone, where you can get from place to 
place using interconnected services at an affordable price. However, for too many people who 
rely on public transport the rising cost of fares is adding to the financial pressures they already 
face. Local authority supported bus routes have been cut and rail fares have risen rapidly, more 
than three times faster than wages. We need to consider how to make our transport services 
more affordable and serve communities better as well as supporting business needs and 
contributing to the development of a low-carbon economy. 

  To what extent do the local transport services in local areas meet the needs of local 
communities? 

  How can public transport services be made more affordable for passengers?
  How do we make sure that local transport services are accessible for those with additional 

needs such as disabled passengers, older people and those with push chairs?
  What opportunities and challenges do new technologies present the transport sector?
  What actions need to be taken to provide safer transport networks?

8781_16 Reproduced from electronic media, promoted by Iain McNicol, General Secretary, the Labour Party, on behalf of the Labour Party, both at, Southside, 105 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QT.


