
Working Together for Real Change

International

The world is fundamentally changing. From the EU referendum to the US presidential election, 
surging support for nationalist and protectionist solutions to domestic challenges has changed 
the political map and created a new international context. With the prospect of a shambolic and 
destructive Brexit on the one hand and an isolationist United States on the other, the twin pillars 
of post-war UK foreign policy – Europe and the transatlantic alliance – are undergoing change. 

This is happening at a time of growing international uncertainty and instability, visible in 
countless conflicts over territory, sovereignty or resources, whether in eastern Europe, the Middle 
East or parts of Africa; the threat posed by Daesh and other terrorist groups; the continuing 
development and proliferation of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons; and the growing 
numbers of people on the move, many of them escaping war zones, famine or repression. 

Each of these challenges reminds us that Britain cannot meet the challenges of the modern 
world alone. And yet long before the referendum, the Tories were already doing severe damage 
to Britain’s leadership and credibility. Since 2010, steep cuts to spending on defence and 
diplomacy have deeply undermined our capacity to influence on the world stage. And following 
the referendum, the Tories are exploiting the opportunity to go after the aid budget, threatening 
Britain’s proud record as a leader on international development. 

Labour’s approach would be different. In the upcoming Brexit negotiations, we would seek the 
fullest possible access to the single market, protect EU citizens living in the UK and ensure that 
Brexit does not mean a race-to-the-bottom on labour and environmental standards. 

We are committed to upholding the UK’s international commitments on spending two per cent  
of GDP on defence, and 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income on international development.  
The next Labour government will put conflict resolution, justice and human rights back at the 
heart of British foreign policy. And by upholding international law, working through the United 
Nations, and pursuing effective action to alleviate the refugee crisis, we will restore Britain’s 
influence and international standing.

  What should be Labour’s priorities for Brexit, and how can we most effectively shape the 
outcome and hold the Government to account?

  How can Labour ensure our communities are protected following Britain’s departure from  
the EU?

  What should our future relationships with the EU, the US and other key partners look like?
  Where and how can Britain make a genuine difference around the world, in pursuit of peace, 

justice and human rights?
  What can Labour do to ensure that the 0.7 per cent aid budget is protected and that it retains 

public support?
  How can Labour pursue a defence strategy that effectively responds to diverse and complex 

security challenges, whilst protecting jobs and industry across the country?
  Following Brexit, how can Britain maximise its influence in multilateral institutions, including 

the UN and NATO, and help to shape a more peaceful and stable international order?
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